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We are living in exciting days. God is moving His Church towards another Reformation to complete the incompleteness of the 16th century Reformation. The first Reformation focused in our doctrine of salvation (sola gratia, sola fide), but failed to proceed to apply the implications of this biblical truth in our doctrine of the church (esp. “the priesthood of all believers”). Evangelicals are still not evangelical enough. We still retain the vestiges of the hierarchical, paternalistic, clergy-centered “heresy” of the Medieval Church (with its Post-Constantinian Christendom model of superchurch/cathedral structures).

What would happen in our churches if we will be more faithful to the teachings of Scriptures?  I envision that it will have at least 3 important features:
1.  Church Structures. We will develop into the “servant-church” model. We will become a loose network of small communities/churches organized as simple Christ-worshipping, Bible study groups which love out the radical demands of the Gospel in non-hierarchical, non-paternalistic and non-clerical ways in our worship, fellowship and community service (leitourgeia, koinonia & diakonia). Each “house church” (or “simple church” or “Christ-group”) will be any faith-community which claims a clear Christian identity (in the essential doctrines) built upon a base-community (like a neighborhood, school, factory, government office, etc.). Each will live out, confess, theologize, communicate and celebrate their faith together with some regularity (and some may specialize in one or two of the church’s functions). Present church structures will be transformed into decentralized networks of house-churches or cell-groups which serve as dynamic centers for evangelism and community involvement (rather than just for lip-service love of God, self-congratulation and parochialism). Each group will have a local focus (working for contextualized witness) and a global vision (working for social transformation).
2.  Church Growth. The spontaneous expansion of the Church will then be viewed in terms of “quantity through quality,” statistics based on radical discipleship and suffering servanthood. We will be concerned not just for short-term goals of winning a few converts one by one, but esp. for the long-term reputation of Christ’s body in the locality, nation and the world. (It is very possible “to win a few battles, yet lose the war”).

Our messages and lifestyles must never be compromised. Our churches must clearly stand for what our Lord Jesus called for: “radical disciples” and “suffering servants” who repent from selfishness, pride, materialism (or greed/covetousness) and self-righteousness, and obey Him in love, truth, justice/ equality, peace and freedom. Hence, smaller committed Christian communities are necessary visible expressions of these commitments.
Thus, rather than aiming to make small churches bigger (by addition), we must seek to increase the number of small churches (by multiplication).  We should work for an ever-growing number of small churches, instead of a small number of ever-growing churches. Is there any better way to mobilize the entire body of Christ to fulfill the Great Commission?

3.  Church Leadership. Our church leaders will be models of “radical discipleship” and “suffering servanthood.” Though they may come from different backgrounds (like coming from the upper class like Paul and Barnabas), they will heed Christ’s call to “renounce all” in order to prioritize the work of spreading the good news of the Kingdom of God, esp. among the poor in the rural villages and the urban slums.
Our main leaders will be itinerant (and hopefully theologically trained!) “servants of the churches,” who live simply and serve sacrificially, since they see their nation and the world (not just their own churches) as their parish. They will have developed their spiritual gifts in the context of a committed community, and sent forth by their respective “home-base” to be transient short-term “pastor-helpers” or “church-planters” (with full financial support) or incarnated long-term “missionaries” (with gradually decreasing support) serving in other areas. This is “incarnational missions” in contrast to modern “missions by affluence.”

The overall framework of this vision is the biblical teaching that the Church is the “firstfruits” or vanguard of God’s kingdom (His new creation and new humanity), where love and righteousness/justice/equality prevail, where every person treats other persons as equals (as friends, as co-servants) created in the image of God. As long as the Church actively pursues the priority of following her Lord (imitatio Christi) on the way of the cross (via crucis), the forces of evil will not be able to overcome her assaults in the “spiritual battle (between good and evil)” that is going on in heaven and on earth.
Martin Luther’s preface to the German Mass:

“Those who really want to be Christians and to confess the gospel in deed and word would have to enroll by name and assemble themselves apart in some house to pray, to read, to baptize, to receive the sacrament, and to do similar Christian works. For in such a regime it would be possible to discover and punish and correct and exclude those who do not behave as Christians and to excommunicate them according to Christ’s rule in Matthew 18. Here, too, a common collection of alms could be enjoined on Christians to be given voluntarily and distributed to the poor following Paul’s example in 2 Corinthians 9… Here, baptism and the sacrament could be administered in a brief and simple manner and everything directed to the word and prayer and love…In short, if one had people and individuals who really wanted to be Christians, the rules and forms could soon be drawn up.
“But I cannot and will not order or establish such a community or congregation yet, for I do not yet have the people and individuals to do this nor, so far as I can see, are there many pressing for this.”

Jesus said, “…No one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into new wineskins” (Mark 2:22).

